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Magali, in the photo above, has just received an email from the blood testing lab showing the results of 
a recent blood test.  She is keen to understand the results so she can tell her partner the exciting news. 
Use this diagram to help you answer questions 1 & 2. 

1. Which of the phrases below best describes hCG? 
 

A. It is a hormone made in the hypothalamus which controls blood cholesterol 
B. It is a hormone made by an implanted embryo which affects the ovaries 
C. It is a hormone made in the ovaries which helps a newly implanted embryo 
D. It is a hormone made by the uterus lining which blocks the release of estrogen 

 
2. How many weeks after the last menstrual period (“weeks after LMP”) is Magali likely to be? 

 
A. 4 weeks 
B. 5-6 weeks 
C. 7-8 weeks 
D. Impossible to say 

 
3. Why is it not possible to give an exact answer to question two? 

 
A. The lab test is not very accurate. 
B. Magali may not be pregnant 
C. The levels of hCG are very variable in different pregnancies 
D. hCG is not the only hormone in Magali’s blood. 
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Magali searches on the internet to find out more about the test results. She finds some data on a 
website http://www.betabase.info/   Questions 4 to 5 refer to this data for hCG levels in pregnancies 
with a single embryo for mothers aged between 18-30. 

 

4. Magali’s HCG level was reported as 10000 IU per litre. What is the most likely age since 

ovulation of Magali’s embryo baby? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

5. Which of the days shown on the table could match Magali’s reading of 10000 UI/L 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

6. Why is there a difference of about two weeks between the lab results and the data in the table?  

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

7. Explain the role of hCG during the early stages of a pregnancy.  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

8. Suggest how the level of hCG would be different in the early stages of a twin pregnancy. 

(i.e. with 2 embryos)  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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